
                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 Our Mission: TO ASSIST THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A LOVED ONE IN LITURGY, PRAYER, AND SUPPORT TO 
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO LOOK AT GRIEF FROM MANY PERSPECTIVES AND TO HELP EACH PERSON 
FIND THEIR OWN AVENUE OF EXPRESSION 

 

    
     

 
   

   
    

  
    

    

  

THE SHEPHERDS OF COMPASSION 
The Bereavement Ministry at Saint Germaine is in need of volunteers to assist us in our Service to our Parish.  

Please, donate a small portion of your personal time to GOD and to assist us in helping our fellow Parishioners in their time of need.  

Prayer Team 
A volunteer agrees to pray for those who have died and their families. As a Prayer Team volunteer you will be notified of deaths in our 
Parish and can offer prayers of your own choosing on your own schedule, wherever you choose. It is not necessary to attend any  
Meetings. We only require that you have a valid E-mail Address or have access to one. 

Faithful Friends 
Being a friend is simple and easy and can make a world of difference to your fellow parishioner friend. All that is asked is that once or 
twice a month you call to check up on your friend by simply lending an ear. Faithful Friends may decide to meet for coffee, see a movie, 
run an errand or make a home visit, etc., especially for those who are less mobile or home bound. 

Contacts 
Deacon Wayland Moncrief   (928) 227-0798    wmoncrief@parishdeacon.com 
Chris Antall     (928)717-4971    cantall@parishdeacon.com 
Carol Chap     (928)759-3637    cjchap@msn.com 
Sue Schuetze     (928)759-0754    susanaz06@gmail.com 
Sheila Avery     (928)460-5132    sandavery1@gmail.com 
 

 
  Theft of a loved one’s Identity after Death 
In today’s Society it is important for the family, who has experienced the death of a loved one, to be aware of the 
dangers lurking in our current society. The Social Security Administration has a Death Master File (DMF) which 
they are required to release to the public as a result of a court case under the Freedom of Information Act. The 
Death Master File (DMF) contains the complete and official Social Security Administration (SSA) database        
extract, as well as updates to the full file of persons reported to the Social Security Administration (SSA) as being 
deceased. The Social Security Administration (SSA) authorizes the use of this database as an identity verification 
tool for Banks, Credit Agencies, State and Local Governments, Hospitals, Universities, Insurance Companies and 
others to attempt to prevent identity theft after someone dies. Unfortunately, anyone can access the Death 
Master File (DMF) by going to the Social Security website, and subscribing to the Limited Access Death Master 
File. To subscribe, the user has to understand that they are actually being routed to a non-government website 
to subscribe. This site explains the different type of subscriptions that are available. So, if you choose to inquire 
about someone you know who has just passed away, you can pay a fee of $10.00 and make the inquiry. For an 
annual subscription with unlimited access to all of the files of deceased individuals, the price tag is $995.00. 
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It is actually possible to subscribe for up to 100,000 queries annually, for approximately $18.51 to $22.22 per inquiry, de-
pending if you would like the information encrypted or not.  
This, regrettably, is not the only avenue to acquire information on a departed individual. I was personally able to acquire 
my deceased Mother and Father’s Social Security Numbers, simply by going online to one of the many genealogy web-
sites.  
Another form of identity theft is Ghosting. This involves the stealing not only an individual’s identity but  
even the role of the deceased individual (Ghost). Usually, the person who steals this identity (Ghoster) is  
roughly the same age that the ghost would have been if still alive. The purpose of ghosting is to enable the ghoster to 
claim for his or her own use an existing, dormant identity that is already listed in government  
records. A ghoster can obtain a passport or Social Security benefits in the name of a deceased individual  
because the agencies in charge of those services do not routinely cross-check an applicant’s history to  
determine if a Death Certificate has been issued in that person’s name. Surprisingly, it is easier for a female to appropri-
ate a deceased individual’s identity than it is for a man. A female ghoster can steal the identity of a deceased female who 
had married and taken her husband’s name. Detection is more difficult in this case  
because the Death Certificate and the Birth Certificate will show two different surnames. Also, gaps in the ghost identity’s 
employment history (the years between the ghost’s death and the date when the ghoster claims that identity) will arouse 
less suspicion if the impostor is a female, who might conceivably have spent the transition years as a homemaker with no 
wages. In the 1970’s, a counterculture publishing firm in  
California named Eden Press published a pamphlet, The Paper Trip, giving detailed instructions for acquiring a deceased 
individuals identity. Among other pointers, the pamphlet advised readers to search newspaper  
archives for old articles about an entire family getting killed in an accident while on vacation outside of their home state. 
This scenario offers several advantages to a ghoster because the incident involved multiple  
candidates for the ghoster to choose from. The entire family died in the same incident so the ghost is not likely to have 
any relatives who are still alive. Since the family died outside their home state, their birth records and death records are 
archived in two different states and are unlikely to be cross-referenced. Also, if the deceased family’s remains were not 
returned to their home community for burial, the local records office is unlikely to be aware that the family is deceased. 
Finally, since the deaths occurred years ago, new requests for an old Birth Certificate is unlikely to stir anyone’s memory 
of that individual’s death. 
John Breyault of the National Consumers League is quoted as saying, “Consumers can go online, on any  
number of sites, and get an individual’s full name, date of birth and full Social Security number, which we call the holy 
trinity of personally identifiable information.” The House Ways and Means’ Subcommittees on Social Security and Identi-
ty Theft held a hearing on this growing problem. Russell George, the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration, 
told lawmakers that while processing Tax Returns in 2011, the IRS managed to flag and stop 940,000 returns that ap-
peared to involve identity theft. The refunds requested on those returns totaled $6.5 billion. In May of 2014, IRS Deputy 
Commissioner Steven Miller said that as of mid-April, his  
agency had already flagged 91,000 Tax Returns that were filed under the names of recently deceased  
individuals.  
The identities of deceased individuals are not just being stolen for tax-related fraud. A recent report from a fraud preven-
tion firm, ID Analytics, showed that identity thieves also steal personal information to apply for credit cards, cell phones 
and anything else requiring a credit check. About 2.4 million deceased Americans get their identities stolen each year, 
amounting to a rate of more than 2,000 thefts per day.   
Relatives of the deceased need to contact the major credit reporting agencies, Equifax, Experian, and Trans Union to 
freeze the accounts of deceased loved ones.  It is also advisory to contact all credit accounts and delete the deceased 
name from the account. 


